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countryside. The park is a link within the
proposed Swale Green Grid Network in
Sittingbourne. The aim is to create a
network of green spaces and corridors
across the urban areas of North Kent,
linking with the surrounding countryside.

In 2001 Swale Borough Council invited
Groundwork Medway Swale to project-
manage the design and development of the
country park in consultation with the local
community, statutory and non-statutory
consultees and interested parties. A detailed
plan, including remediation of the landfill and
re-enhancement of habitats, was produced
and is now being implemented through a
public/private partnership.

During 2001 Groundwork Medway
Swale, in partnership with and on behalf of
Swale Borough Council, and in conjunction
with private sector partners and main
contractor Rural Arisings, identified an
opportunity through an Environment
Agency Waste Management Licensing
Exemption to import inert waste subsoils
and place them to a depth of two metres
to deal with the landfill contaminants.
Another exemption allows the placement
of materials to a greater depth than two
metres to create earth mounds. The
partnership also gained a licence from the
Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs for the ecological mitigation
of great crested newts.

The country park is set for completion
and to be fully opened by 2011. 
Visit: www.groundwork-ms.org.uk
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LOCAL INVOLVEMENT
Groundwork Medway Swale is currently establishing a ‘Friends of Church
Marshes’ group. Its aim is to provide the vehicle for feedback of information
between the local community, Groundwork and Swale Borough Council. In
time, the group will be able to support Groundwork with community
events, promoting the park and contributing towards the development of
the park. 

The nature of the park lends itself to teaching children about the ecology
of the site, recycling, environmental issues and natural heritage: the design
provides a mosaic of habitats that support great crested newts, shrill carder
bee, common lizard and slow worms in particular. Hibernacula have been
constructed around the site to create ideal habitats for insects and
amphibians and to protect the passive gas vents. Site-specific educational
materials and interpretation boards will be designed to promote the park
and provide opportunities for learning.

Groundwork has a conservation officer whose remit will be to work in schools
and on site undertaking site surveys, walks and talks, pond-dipping exercises,
support bird and bat box schemes and promote stewardship of the site. 

Another proposal is to provide and develop activities for local young
people, that encourage participation in environmental activities and 
which provide skills and develop knowledge and understanding of the area.
This work will be linked with the community and education work in the 
area. The aim is to encourage the young people involved to work with 
other community members, through planting days, conservation sessions 
and planning events. It has been highlighted that there are issues with
attitude between young people and members of the community, which 
need confronting and resolving. By linking young and old through activities 
it is hoped to improve communication and community relations between 
the different generations. A project based around fishing will act as a draw 
to encourage young people to discuss and work towards resolving issues 
they have.

The successful development of the park is partly dependent on ensuring
the design matches local needs. There is also a need to ensure ownership of
the park by the local community at every stage before it is completed and
handed back for public use. 
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