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countryside. The park is a link within the
proposed Swale Green Grid Network in
Sittingbourne. The aim is to create a
network of green spaces and corridors
across the urban areas of North Kent,
linking with the surrounding countryside.

In 2001 Swale Borough Council invited
Groundwork Medway Swale to project-
manage the design and development of the
country park in consuftation with the local
community, statutory and non-statutory
consuftees and interested parties. A detailed
plan, including remediation of the landfill and
re-enhancement of habitats, was produced
and is now being implemented through a
public/private partnership.

During 2001 Groundwork Medway
Swale, in partnership with and on behalf of
Swale Borough Council, and in conjunction
with private sector partners and main
contractor Rural Arisings, identified an
opportunity through an Environment
Agency Waste Management Licensing
Exemption to import inert waste subsoils
and place them to a depth of two metres
to deal with the landfill contaminants.
Another exemption allows the placement
of materials to a greater depth than two
metres to create earth mounds. The
partnership also gained a licence from the
Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs for the ecological mitigation
of great crested newts.

The country park is set for completion
and to be fully opened by 201 1.

Visit: www.groundwork-ms.org.uk
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Project
management
Client: Swale
Borough Council
Landowner with overall
responsibility for
resolving contamination
issues at the site and
delivering a country park
in accordance with the
local plan

Project manager:
Groundwork
Medway Swale

Also acts as the client’s
agent and designer, and
is responsible for
promoting the project,
working with the local
community, schools and
facilitating the newly
formed friends group
Main contractor:
Rural Arisings

Project facilitator with
overall responsibility for
delivering the provision
and placement of fill
works in accordance
with agreed technical and
Environment Agency
requirements.Works in
partnership with
Groundwork Medway
Swale in terms of design
and technical support,
and is also answerable
to the client, Swale

Borough Council
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